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Back  in  1775,  the  thirteen  American
colonies  rebelled  against  the  control  of  Great
Britain and sparked a war, known in the United
States as the Revolutionary War. After a year
of  fighting,  the  Second  Continental  Congress
took a vote and decided that it was time for the
colonies to officially declare their independence
from British rule. They wanted to be free, and to
be in charge of their own government.

On  June  11,  1776,  the  Continental
Congress appointed  Thomas Jefferson, along
with  Benjamin  Franklin,  John  Adams,
Robert Livingston, and Roger Sherman, to
write  a  document  to  explain  why  they  were
declaring their independence. Thomas Jefferson
wrote most of it, but after some changes by the
other members of the committee, they presented
it to Congress on June 28.

At first,  not  everyone agreed to vote for
independence.  They  argued  and  debated  the
issue for days. Finally, on July 2nd, the agreement
to declare independence passed. Congress made
a few changes to the words of the document, and
two  days  later,  on  July  4th,  1776,  the
Declaration of Independence was officially
adopted.

Not  only  did  the  Declaration  of
Independence state that the colonies would no
longer  be  under  British  Rule,  it  said  that
governments  only  exist  for  the  good  of  the
people they govern, and that all people are equal.
"We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all
men are created equal, that they are endowed
by  their  Creator  with  certain  unalienable
Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and
the pursuit of Happiness."   

 
Because July 4th is the day that the colonies said
that they were free from Great Britain, the 4th  of
July is sometimes called America's birthday. 

Answer the following
questions using
information from the
passage you just read.

1) What was the war
between Great Britain and
its colonies called?

_________________________________

2) Name three people who worked on the 
Declaration of Independence.

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

3) Aside from declaring freedom from British 
rule, what is one thing the Declaration of 
Independence said?

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

4) Why is July 4th sometimes called “America's 
birthday?”

_________________________________

_________________________________
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Back  in  1775,  the  thirteen  American
colonies  rebelled  against  the  control  of  Great
Britain and sparked a war, known in the United
States as the Revolutionary War. After a year
of  fighting,  the  Second  Continental  Congress
took a vote and decided that it was time for the
colonies to officially declare their independence
from British rule. They wanted to be free, and to
be in charge of their own government.

On  June  11,  1776,  the  Continental
Congress appointed Thomas Jefferson, along
with  Benjamin  Franklin,  John  Adams,
Robert Livingston, and Roger Sherman, to
write  a  document  to  explain  why  they  were
declaring their independence. Thomas Jefferson
wrote most of it, but after some changes by the
other  members  of  the  committee,  they
presented it to Congress on June 28.

At first,  not everyone agreed to vote for
independence.  They  argued  and  debated  the
issue  for  days.  Finally,  on  July  2nd,  the
agreement  to  declare  independence  passed.
Congress made a few changes to the words of
the document, and two days later, on July 4th,
1776, the Declaration of Independence was
officially adopted.

Not  only  did  the  Declaration  of
Independence state that the colonies would no
longer  be  under  British  Rule,  it  said  that
governments  only  exist  for  the  good  of  the
people  they  govern,  and  that  all  people  are
equal. 

"We  hold  these  truths  to  be  self-evident,  that  all
men are created equal, that they are endowed by
their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that
among these  are  Life,  Liberty  and the  pursuit  of
Happiness."   

Because  July  4th  is  the  day  that  the  colonies
said that they were free from Great Britain, the
4th  of  July  is  sometimes  called  America's
birthday. 

Answer the following
questions using
information from the
passage you just read.

1) What was the war
between Great Britain
and its colonies called?

______The Revolutionary War_______

2) Name three people who worked on the 
Declaration of Independence.

__Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin_______

__Franklin, John Adams, Robert______

__Livingston, Roger Sherman_________

3) Aside from declaring freedom from British 
rule, what is one thing the Declaration of 
Independence said?

__Governments exist for the good of ___

__their people OR that all people are ___

__equal OR something from the quote.__

4) Why is July 4th sometimes called “America's 
birthday?”

__July 4th was the day that the colonies_

__declared independence or freedom___
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 Revolutionary War Quiz
Match the facts with the Revolutionary War terms they are describing!

1. The commander of the American forces.

2.  Harsh measures meant to punish the 
colonists and regain control of the colonies.

3. A protest where colonists dumped a shipment
of tea in the harbor.

4. A cruel and unreasonable system of 
government

5. American forces crossed this river to surprise 
enemy troops in New Jersey

6. This country was an important ally to the 
Americans in the war.

7. American forces experienced extreme 
hardship in this winter camp.

8. He surrendered at Yorktown, Virginia, 
effectively ending the Revolutionary War.

9. This document negotiated peace between the 
United States and Great Britain.

10. Independence Day is celebrated on this day 
in the United States.

a. The Boston Tea Party 

b. General Cornwallis

c. The Treaty of Paris

d. The Intolerable Acts

e. Valley Forge

f. July 4th

g. the Delaware

h. George Washington

i. France

j. tyranny
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Taxation Without Representation
 

Use the words in the word bank below to fill in the blanks!

After the  ___________________________ war, Great Britain was in debt.  

British Parliament decided to tax their _______________ in North America to help raise

money.  The colonists were unhappy about this because they had no ________________

in Parliament. They argued that it was unfair to tax someone without anyone to represent 

them and _____________ for or against the taxes. They thought that taxation without 

representation was ____________________, a cruel and unreasonable form of 

government.

The colonists protested the taxes at first by boycotting, or refusing to buy, British 

items. Later they dumped a shipment of ___________ into Boston Harbor, an event 

called the Boston Tea Party.  They  wrote letters to _________________________, 

asking for the same rights as people in Britain. Instead, Parliament passed more laws to 

punish the colonies.

These actions led to fighting between British and American forces, beginning the 

___________________________. Soon, the colonies announced that they were a free 

and independent country, with a document called the _________________________

_________________________.

Word Bank
 
colonies Declaration of Independence
French and Indian King George III
representatives Revolutionary War
tea tyranny
vote
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A Revolutionary Crossword

Across
4. This country was an important ally for the 
    Americans in the war.
7. The colonists protested '_________ without 
    representation.'
8. The commander of the American troops
9. A cruel, unreasonable form of government
11. His surrender at Yorktown ended most of the 
    fighting
12. Washington crossed the _____________ 
    River in a sneak attack into New Jersey.

Down
1. July 4th, 1776, Congress adopts the 
    Declaration of _________________.
2. The colonies wanted independence from this 
    country.
3. The war between Great Britain and the United
States
5. Another name for British soldiers
6. The ruler of Great Britain, ______ George III
10. The colonists dumped tea in the ________ 
Tea Party.
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A Revolutionary Crossword (Key)

Across
4. This country was an important ally for the 
Americans in the war.
7. The colonists protested '_________ without
representation.'
8. The commander of the American troops
9. A cruel, unreasonable form of government
11. His surrender at Yorktown ended most of the
fighting
12. Washington crossed the _____________ 
River in a sneak attack into New Jersey.

Down
1. July 4th, 1776, Congress adopts the 
Declaration of _________________.
2. The colonies wanted independence from this 
country.
3. The war between Great Britain and the 
United States
5. Another name for British soldiers
6. The ruler of Great Britain, ______ George 
III
10. The colonists dumped tea in the ________ 
Tea Party.
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